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Cosmetic improvement is playing an increasingly important role
in modern society. Patients are becoming more and more aware of the
important effect their teeth have on their facial appearance and their
smile, and of the effect the smile has on other people during everyday
social and business contacts.

This awareness is creating increased demand, and greater empha-
sis on esthetics in dental restorations. Anterior restorations in particu-
lar require an artistic approach to fulfill the demand, and any clinical
procedure that can help achieve it should be utilized.

Discussions of dental esthetics usually relate to proper shade and
color of the teeth, but these are not the sole important considerations.
Granted, color is critically important when isolated teeth are to be
restored since they must match the adjacent existing dentition. How-
ever, when all of the anterior teeth are to be restored, proper shade
and color alone are not enough; tooth shape and form that will create
a harmonious smile line and improve visual appearance then be-
come key factors for achieving maximum esthetics routinely.

When anterior crowns are to be fabricated, it is incorrect to as-
sume that each patient is born with optimal esthetic tooth size, shape
and form, or an overall dental architecture that blends with his or her
facial configuration and smile. Many patients actually present unhar-
monious visual and oral relationships produced by abnormal growth
and developmeént, and hereditary aberrations. The rapidly expanding
field of plastic surgery is evidence of the medical profession’s recogni-
tion of their importance. In dentistry, these factors create a need to
institute corrective measures to alter the existing tooth form and
marginal level in order to create a satisfactory esthetic appearance with
the new restorations.

The most important esthetic objective in restoring the maxillary-
anterior teeth is to create restorations that are not too conspicuous and
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